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Why bother? 
We were made for each other



Policy makers want public 

engagement 

La ‘Terza Missione’



Funders want Public      

Engagement



Citizens and Communities 

benefit from Engaged Research
What communities could 

have..

• evidence / data 

• reports, policy briefs

• resource 

support

• Legitimacy

• expertise

• Insight

• advice 

What communities give..



Irish University leaders 
promise engagement  
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(But don’t really think   
through how it will happen…)



We needed:

A common definition of what we 
mean by Engagement

An agreed set of principles about 
best practice public engagement

A trans-disciplinary framework to 
share expertise, advice and 
approaches.

Policy recommendations to 
government, to funders and to 
university managers, pointing out 
how they could be more strategic  

Citizen hearing/
Emancipatory Research/  Action 
Research / Knowledge Translation 

/ Community Based Research / 
Collaborative Enquiry/World Café 

/ Knowledge Mobilization / 
Community Action Research / 

Science Shops/ User Committee / 
Co-operative Inquiry / Citizen 
Science/Organizational Action 

Research/Participatory Research / 
Design Science Method / Public 

Patient Involvement



Engaged Research describes 
a wide range of rigorous 
research approaches and 
methodologies that share a 
common interest in 
collaborative engagement 
with the community and aim 
to improve, understand or 
investigate an issue of public 
interest or concern, including 
societal challenges. Engaged 
research is advanced with 
community partners rather 
than for them.

Common 

Definition 

See: https://goo.gl/NPxHJz

https://goo.gl/NPxHJz


Agreed set of  Principles 

All Engaged researchers 
share a common values 
base regarding the 
potential for 
community involvement 
:

• Co-design

• Governance

• Data collection

• Dissemination



Who is ‘the community’?

Community 

refers to a range of 

research stakeholders, 

including public or 

professional service & 

product users, policy 

makers, and civil society 

individuals or  

organizations 

A great deal of  engaged 

research refers to 

‘community 

engagement’



A Transdisciplinary Framework 

We acknowledge a transition in the 
way that we understand the 
research process.

Instead of thinking of a linear 
process with limited engagement –
usually factored in at the end…

We have begun to think more 
clearly about the ways and means 
that ‘partners’ might be engaged in 
the research process throughout its 
life-span

So as to achieve greater impact.



A consensus between funders about 

what impact is and where it might occur
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System Performance Framework 
• Key System Objectives for the Higher Education System 2018-2020



Takes a while,    

but now we’ve got a manual !



Over to you…


